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Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments.  We appreciate the work you are doing to review the various tax credits, and ask that you support the continuation of the Circuit Breaker Tax Credit for renters and home owners.  
Paraquad is a Center for Independent Living in St. Louis, MO.  We envision an integrated community in which people with disabilities are valued and participate in all aspects of society.  Paraquad works to empower people with disabilities to increase their independence through choice and opportunity.
We are concerned that the commission may consider eliminating the Circuit Breaker tax credit for renters as efforts have been taken by the Missouri legislature in the past.   Paraquad believes that the Circuit Breaker Tax Credit provides housing stability for people with disabilities, and we ask that you support the continuation of the Circuit Breaker Tax Credit in its current form.  
In Missouri, an individual with a disability receiving SSI could pay on average 86% of their SSI benefit towards rent for a one bedroom unit, leaving little for other costs of living
.  Affordable, accessible housing is in short supply, and with help from the Circuit Breaker tax credit individuals with disabilities can secure housing and maintain their independence.  Sixteen of eighteen states with the circuit breaker property tax credit allow renters to claim the tax credit
 as the Circuit Breaker can provide for stability. 

There are over 105,000 people with disabilities and seniors who will lose out if the benefit for low-income renters is discontinued
.  Missouri must make policy decisions which encourage independence, and not create barriers to living independently in the community.
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